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OPEN LETTER CALLING FOR A MORE BALANCED APPROACH TO WATER 
MANAGEMENT AND A CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR EXTREME WEATHER SITUATIONS: 

CONCERN OVER DRASTIC ACTION TAKEN TO INITIATE AN EARLY AND ACCELERATED 
DRAW-DOWN OF THE RESERVOIR LAKES 

 
July 30, 2012, Haliburton, Ontario 

 
 

TO:  Dawn Bronson, Central Ontario Field Unit Superintendent 
 Parks Canada, 2155 Ashburnham Drive, Peterborough, Ontario K9J 6Z6 
 
In its response to the Report of the federally appointed Panel on the Future of the Trent Severn 
Waterway (TSW) entitled “It’s All About the Water”, the federal government undertook to 
embrace a balanced approach to water management at the watershed level. 

Three years later there is no evidence that the water management program has made any 
operational changes towards implementing a more balanced approach.  

That said, the Coalition for Equitable Water Flow appreciates that the TSW has provided current 
water level information on their website and weekly forecasts during the draw-down, which the 
Coalition posts on its website at www.cewf.ca and shares with some 30 Member lake 
associations. 

As of late July, it is clear that 2012 is shaping up to be an unusually dry year: yet the TSW is 
continuing to operate as normal, admittedly with reduced flows on some sections of the canal. 
Currently the water levels on almost all the canal lakes are at or above the top of their 
navigation range. Meanwhile, most of the reservoir lakes are well below their average levels and 
several are forecast to drop by early August to levels not seen for over 20 years. This means 
that safe navigation, fish habitat, as well as dock and marina access, are being negatively 
affected. 

The Coalition’s Advisory Committee is of the opinion that the action taken commencing July 
16th to effect an accelerated draw down of the reservoir lakes is premature and unwarranted. A 
later start, and more gradual draw down, would appear to be achievable by allowing the water 
levels on the canal lakes to drop to the lower limit of their designated navigation range. If found 
necessary due to an extended drought, the TSW does have the authority to change the lower 
navigation limit on one or more sections of the canal under section 14(5) of the Canal 
Regulations. The Coalition is not proposing such a step yet: rather we would like to see 
evidence of a ‘dry year contingency plan’ that shares the pain more equitably amongst all 
stakeholders, while giving priority to public health and safety. In this regard we acknowledge the 
need for the TSW to meet minimum flow conditions at a few key locations, such as the 
Otonabee River in Peterborough, for safety of the municipal drinking water supply and 
wastewater dilution at effluent discharges. 
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Although it is now not possible to put water back into the reservoir lakes without substantial 
precipitation, it would be possible to replace some logs in some of the dams to slow the rate of 
decline and extend the current level of navigation further into the boating season. 

It would also be timely to review the winter-set levels on all the reservoir lakes given the 
difficulty in filling them after a dry winter. Although this might require more active management 
during a wet winter, given current climate change projections for the Trent watershed this would 
provide greater certainty that the reservoir lakes would be full in time for the navigation season. 
It would also be an opportunity to respond to the proposal in an Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources report that recommends higher winter-set levels on a number of trout lakes in the 
Haliburton Highlands. 

The Coalition has been a strong supporter of the need for an integrated approach to water 
management at the watershed level and of the need for sufficient sustained funding to restore, 
upgrade and maintain key TSW infrastructure, such as dams, and to bring water management 
operations up to modern standards. We understand that reducing leakage at dams on the canal 
system could significantly reduce the need for water from the reservoirs. 

In conclusion, the Coalition recognizes the challenge faced by the TSW in implementing an 
integrated approach to water management at the watershed level during a time of major 
organizational change. Nonetheless, the government has repeatedly said that water 
management remains a priority that will not suffer due to budget constraints and so there is an 
expectation that the TSW will move towards a more balanced approach to water management. 
In this regard the Coalition is ready and willing to work with Parks Canada and its Water 
Management Advisory Council to help effect improvements on a wide range of water 
management issues. We see the need for significant capital funding plus updated water 
management operating procedures that incorporate approaches for a more balanced approach 
to handling extreme dry or wet seasonal weather patterns. 

In closing we urge the TSW to immediately take action to modify its drastic draw-down of the 
reservoir lakes. 

 

 

 

Coalition Advisory Committee Members (2012) 
Chris Riddle, co-Chair ............................... Kennisis Lake 
Martin Rist, co-Chair.................................. Drag Lake 
Roger Cunningham ................................... White Lake 
Ted Spence ............................................... Catchacoma Lake 
Bruce McClennan...................................... Gull Lake 
Bill Cornfield .............................................. Horseshoe Lake 
Carole Russell ........................................... Halls and Hawk Lakes 

	
  
 


