Coalition for
Equitable

Summer 2014 Water Flow

Open Letter to:  Candidates in the 2014 Municipal Elections for:
Algonquin Highlands; Dysart et al; Havelock-Belmont-Methuen;
Highlands East; Minden Hills; North Kawartha; and Trent Lakes.

Position on Issues Facing Voters in the Haliburton Sector of the Trent River Watershed

The Coalition for Equitable Water Flow (CEWF) was formed in August 2006 to represent the
interests of approximately 40,000 Ontario taxpayers who own residential shoreline property on
the 41 reservoir and 20 flow-through lakes within the Haliburton sector of the Trent River
watershed located in Haliburton County and northern Peterborough County. The property
owners in these lake communities contribute approximately 80% of the municipal
tax base and expect to see this reflected in local decision-making.

The Coalition has identified a number of critical issues relating to watershed management:

1. The March 2008 Report of the federally appointed Panel on the Future of the Trent-Severn
Waterway (TSW) “It's all about the Water” identified the need for a new ‘integrated’ approach
to water management at the watershed level and significant new investment in infrastructure.

2. In looking at the Trent watershed, almost 100% of the summertime flow at Lakefield comes
from the reservoir lakes. This is the water that feeds the canal portion of the Trent Severn
Waterway and provides drinking water to Peterborough and other municipalities. However,
almost none of the reservoir system falls within the mandate of a Conservation Authority or any
overarching watershed council. Instead, water management is mainly the responsibility of the
Trent Severn Waterway. This is cause for concern and an opportunity for action by county and
municipal levels of government in the upper watershed.

3. The dams on the reservoir lakes comprise a significant portion of the TSW infrastructure, and
they require sustained capital funding for repair and maintenance. A 2012 review of Parks
Canada assets identified 15 reservoir dams as being in poor or very poor condition and
estimated the cost of deferred maintenance work for the Haliburton sector at $33.9 million.

4. A recent Water Management Study conducted by the engineering firm AECOM for the TSW
noted that improved water management tools were required and recommended that Parks
Canada invest in a constraint-based water management model that would identify ‘management
ranges’ for all of the lakes, reservoirs and rivers of the TSW system. This has not happened.

5. In 2013 the lack of timely information during the spring floods and the fall high water levels
highlighted the need for better communications to both routine and emergency water
management issues. Reviews of the flood response noted that (1) regions lacking a
Conservation Authority suffered from a lack of reliable flood plain information and adequate
public communications; and (2) the TSW needs a management tool to support decision-making
during extreme weather events. Since then communications at the federal and provincial level
have improved, thanks in part to strong municipal leadership in Haliburton County.

The Coalition believes there is an opportunity for municipalities to take further action or
demonstrate support for a range of water management issues. As a candidate for municipal
office you are invited to respond to the following questions so that we can advise our
membership with regard to your position, and your personal commitment on these issues.
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Questions from the Coalition

1. Do you agree that municipalities have a role to play in working to improve water
management in the Haliburton sector of the Trent River watershed? If so what is your
personal commitment in this regard?

2. Do you agree that, rather than seeking the establishment of Conservation Authorities in
those areas currently lacking a CA, there is merit in municipalities contracting the existing
CAs to provide specific expertise and services such as low water response planning or flood
plain mapping for reservoir lakes deemed to have significant flood risk?

3. Do you support the key recommendation of the AECOM Water Management Study that the
TSW adopt a constraint-based water management model capable of considering lake-
specific navigation and environmental constraints such as those already identified by
Coalition member lake associations? If so, what would you do about it?

4. Will you urge Parks Canada to release dam safety reviews as they are completed and urge
the federal government ensure public safety by immediately investing in dam repairs and
maintenance so as to remove the deferred maintenance deficit and bring the dam
infrastructure up to at least a ‘good’ or *fair’ state of repair?

5. Actions have been taken by Haliburton County and some of its municipalities to improve
communications during flood events. What further actions are needed — for example to raise
awareness of municipal Flood Emergency Preparedness Plans and to communicate other
water management issues such as during times of low water?

6. Do you agree that municipal government should work with local lake associations to
facilitate improvements to water management operations and structures on reservoir and
flow-through lakes as exemplified by the following list:

* Urging action to upgrade those reservoir lake dams with a Parks Canada (poor) asset
condition rating of “C” or "D” viz. Canning, Horseshoe, Elliot Falls (Moore Lake), Jack’s,
Big Bob, Contau, Drag, Miskwabi, Eagle, Oblong, Mississagua, Moore Falls #1 (Gull
Lake), Little Bob, Redstone West?

* Installing a weir on Maple Lake (Algonquin Highlands) to reduce water level
fluctuations?

» Installing an automated water level gauge on Mountain Lake (Minden Hills) rather than
relying on data from Horseshoe Lake?

* Improving infrastructure at the Kennisis Lake dam (Dysart et al) as part of the
announced refurbishment or rebuilding of the dam, for example improving boater safety
with redesigned docking and ramp facilities?

* Obtaining flood damage curves for Boshkung Lake (Algonquin Highlands), Horseshoe,
Mountain, and Twelve Mile lakes (Minden Hills)?

* Reducing use of ATV’s for access to the Jack’s Lake dam (North Kawartha, Havelock-
Belmont-Methuen) due to the resulting trail damage?

Thank you for your participation in this process.

Chris Riddle and Martin Rist,
CEWF Co-Chairs, Coalition for Equitable Water Flow
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