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Responses	
  from	
  Bob	
  Buckingham	
  
Candidate	
  for	
  Ward	
  3	
  
	
  
1.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipalities	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  working	
  to	
  improve	
  water	
  
management	
  in	
  the	
  Haliburton	
  sector	
  of	
  the	
  Trent	
  River	
  watershed?	
  If	
  so	
  what	
  is	
  your	
  
personal	
  commitment	
  in	
  this	
  regard?	
  
Q1	
  response:	
  
Water	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  our	
  lakes	
  and	
  rivers	
  are	
  a	
  key	
  reason	
  for	
  both	
  vacationers	
  and	
  tourists	
  
alike	
  to	
  come	
  and	
  spend	
  their	
  dollars	
  in	
  the	
  Haliburton	
  region.	
  Wide	
  fluctuations	
  in	
  water	
  
levels	
  and	
  deterioration	
  in	
  water	
  quality	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  huge	
  negative	
  impact	
  on	
  both	
  groups	
  and	
  
the	
  environment	
  thus	
  our	
  economy.	
  I	
  am	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  any	
  effort	
  that	
  will	
  improve	
  water	
  
management	
  but	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  full	
  disclosure,	
  Ward	
  3	
  in	
  Algonquin	
  Highlands	
  is	
  
predominantly	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Muskoka	
  watershed	
  and	
  wild	
  fluctuation	
  such	
  as	
  experienced	
  in	
  
other	
  lakes	
  within	
  Haliburton	
  are	
  rare.	
  This	
  is	
  in	
  large	
  part	
  due	
  to	
  some	
  great	
  work	
  done	
  by	
  
local	
  lake	
  associations	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  MNR	
  and	
  Hydro	
  One.	
  
	
  
	
  2.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that,	
  rather	
  than	
  seeking	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  Conservation	
  Authorities	
  in	
  
those	
  areas	
  currently	
  lacking	
  a	
  CA,	
  there	
  is	
  merit	
  in	
  municipalities	
  contracting	
  the	
  existing	
  
CAs	
  to	
  provide	
  specific	
  expertise	
  and	
  services	
  such	
  as	
  low	
  water	
  response	
  planning	
  or	
  flood	
  
plain	
  mapping	
  for	
  reservoir	
  lakes	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  significant	
  flood	
  risk?	
  
Q2	
  response:	
  
I	
  am	
  not	
  convinced	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  role	
  for	
  Conservation	
  Authorities.	
  Many,	
  like	
  the	
  Lake	
  
Simcoe	
  Region	
  Authority,	
  serve	
  to	
  restrict	
  watershed	
  development	
  and	
  are	
  an	
  additional	
  tax	
  
grab	
  when	
  variances	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  construct	
  decks,	
  docks,	
  gazebos,	
  sheds	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  
structure	
  on	
  what	
  is	
  considered	
  a	
  flood	
  plain.	
  This	
  could	
  become	
  just	
  one	
  more	
  layer	
  of	
  
bureaucracy	
  for	
  all	
  shoreline	
  residents	
  who	
  most	
  certainly	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  their	
  
property	
  considered	
  flood	
  plain.	
  It	
  is	
  my	
  opinion	
  that	
  townships	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  MNR	
  
have	
  the	
  most	
  experience	
  and	
  most	
  balanced	
  approach	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  shoreline	
  
development.	
  
	
  
	
  3.	
  Do	
  you	
  support	
  the	
  key	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  AECOM	
  Water	
  Management	
  Study	
  that	
  the	
  
TSW	
  adopt	
  a	
  constraint-­‐based	
  water	
  management	
  model	
  capable	
  of	
  considering	
  lake	
  specific	
  
navigation	
  and	
  environmental	
  constraints	
  such	
  as	
  those	
  already	
  identified	
  by	
  Coalition	
  
member	
  lake	
  associations?	
  If	
  so,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  do	
  about	
  it?	
  
	
  
Q3	
  response:	
  
Yes.	
  We	
  all	
  know	
  water	
  is	
  becoming	
  a	
  scarce	
  commodity	
  and	
  one	
  only	
  need	
  to	
  turn	
  on	
  the	
  
news	
  to	
  see	
  evidence	
  of	
  this	
  in	
  many	
  regions	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  Parks	
  Canada,	
  as	
  disclosed	
  on	
  its	
  
own	
  website,	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  given	
  the	
  study	
  it's	
  "broad	
  endorsement".	
  In	
  conjunction	
  with	
  local	
  
lake	
  associations,	
  councils	
  should	
  hold	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  accountable	
  for	
  its	
  endorsement	
  and	
  
implementation.	
  My	
  role,	
  should	
  I	
  be	
  elected,	
  would	
  be	
  one	
  voice	
  in	
  support.	
  
	
  
	
  4.	
  Will	
  you	
  urge	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  release	
  dam	
  safety	
  reviews	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  completed	
  and	
  urge	
  
the	
  federal	
  government	
  ensure	
  public	
  safety	
  by	
  immediately	
  investing	
  in	
  dam	
  repairs	
  and	
  
maintenance	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  remove	
  the	
  deferred	
  maintenance	
  deficit	
  and	
  bring	
  the	
  dam	
  
infrastructure	
  up	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  a	
  ‘good’	
  or	
  ‘fair’	
  state	
  of	
  repair?	
  
Q4	
  response	
  
As	
  a	
  matter	
  of	
  public	
  safety	
  I	
  believe	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  incumbent	
  on	
  any	
  local	
  council	
  to	
  do	
  what	
  
was	
  necessary	
  to	
  insure	
  the	
  security	
  of	
  their	
  constituents.	
  
	
  



5.	
  Actions	
  have	
  been	
  taken	
  by	
  Haliburton	
  County	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  its	
  municipalities	
  to	
  improve	
  
communications	
  during	
  flood	
  events.	
  What	
  further	
  actions	
  are	
  needed	
  –	
  for	
  example	
  to	
  raise	
  
awareness	
  of	
  municipal	
  Flood	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  Plans	
  and	
  to	
  communicate	
  other	
  
water	
  management	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  low	
  water?	
  
Q5	
  response:	
  
The	
  county	
  of	
  Haliburton	
  has	
  a	
  dedicated	
  web	
  page	
  for	
  water	
  levels	
  with	
  various	
  links	
  for	
  
users	
  to	
  use.	
  Lake	
  associations	
  should	
  get	
  their	
  lakes	
  included	
  on	
  Environment	
  Canada's	
  
website	
  at	
  www.wateroffice.ec.gc.ca.	
  This	
  site	
  gives	
  real	
  time	
  water	
  level	
  information	
  and	
  the	
  
graphs	
  can	
  be	
  modified	
  to	
  compare	
  the	
  current	
  levels	
  as	
  compared	
  to	
  minimum/maximum	
  
levels.	
  The	
  Oxtongue	
  River	
  and	
  Kawagama	
  Lake	
  are	
  included	
  on	
  this	
  site.	
  In	
  conjunction	
  with	
  
the	
  MNR	
  and	
  local	
  radio	
  stations,	
  news	
  about	
  water	
  levels	
  can	
  be	
  easily	
  communicated.	
  After	
  
the	
  experience	
  we	
  faced	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  of	
  2013	
  townships	
  should	
  adopt	
  appropriate	
  Flood	
  
Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  Plans	
  and	
  get	
  the	
  information	
  out	
  to	
  their	
  residents.	
  
	
  
	
  6.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipal	
  government	
  should	
  work	
  with	
  local	
  lake	
  associations	
  to	
  
facilitate	
  improvements	
  to	
  water	
  management	
  operations	
  and	
  structures	
  on	
  reservoir	
  and	
  
flow-­‐through	
  lakes	
  as	
  exemplified	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  list:	
  
Q6	
  response:	
  
Municipal	
  governments,	
  if	
  working	
  properly,	
  should	
  always	
  be	
  in	
  close	
  contact	
  with	
  local	
  lake	
  
associations.	
  This	
  is	
  just	
  one	
  more	
  good	
  reason	
  for	
  doing	
  so.	
  	
  
In	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  list	
  some	
  projects	
  are	
  in	
  their	
  infancy	
  stages	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Maple	
  Lake	
  weir	
  as	
  
displayed	
  on	
  their	
  lake	
  associations	
  website:	
  

"	
  After	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  year	
  of	
  work	
  by	
  the	
  volunteers	
  on	
  the	
  MBC’s	
  Water	
  Levels	
  Committee	
  
(WLC)	
  this	
  process	
  has	
  barely	
  begun"	
  

So	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  broad	
  brush	
  statement	
  at	
  this	
  point	
  on	
  all	
  the	
  items	
  mentioned	
  above	
  would	
  be	
  
premature	
  and	
  many	
  out	
  of	
  my	
  jurisdiction.



Responses	
  from	
  Liz	
  Danielsen	
  
Candidate	
  for	
  Ward	
  2	
  (Stanhope)	
  
	
  
1.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipalities	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  working	
  to	
  improve	
  water	
  
management	
  in	
  the	
  Haliburton	
  sector	
  of	
  the	
  Trent	
  River	
  watershed?	
  If	
  so	
  what	
  is	
  
your	
  personal	
  commitment	
  in	
  this	
  regard?	
  
Q1	
  response:	
  
Given	
  the	
  potential	
  impact	
  that	
  TSW	
  operations	
  have	
  on	
  our	
  communities,	
  
particularly	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  the	
  risk	
  of	
  flooding,	
  I	
  do	
  believe	
  that	
  municipal	
  councils	
  
have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  improving	
  communications	
  with	
  both	
  MNR	
  and	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  
and	
  in	
  lobbying	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  to	
  be	
  more	
  transparent,	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  their	
  plan	
  
to	
  upgrade	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  to	
  further	
  improve	
  communications	
  with	
  everyone	
  
impacted	
  by	
  the	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  Trent-­‐Severn	
  system.	
  
	
  
	
  2.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that,	
  rather	
  than	
  seeking	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  Conservation	
  
Authorities	
  in	
  those	
  areas	
  currently	
  lacking	
  a	
  CA,	
  there	
  is	
  merit	
  in	
  municipalities	
  
contracting	
  the	
  existing	
  CAs	
  to	
  provide	
  specific	
  expertise	
  and	
  services	
  such	
  as	
  low	
  
water	
  response	
  planning	
  or	
  flood	
  plain	
  mapping	
  for	
  reservoir	
  lakes	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  
significant	
  flood	
  risk?	
  
Q2	
  response:	
  
I	
  believe	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  prudent	
  to	
  concentrate	
  on	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  an	
  
independent	
  water	
  management	
  board	
  that	
  would	
  work	
  directly	
  with	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  
to	
  ensure	
  that	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  recommendations	
  about	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  
system	
  would	
  be	
  acted	
  upon.	
  I	
  am	
  unsure	
  whether	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  ramping	
  up	
  the	
  
control	
  and	
  oversight	
  of	
  existing	
  CA’s	
  or	
  establishing	
  new	
  ones	
  would	
  outweigh	
  the	
  
extremely	
  onerous	
  application	
  process	
  that	
  exists	
  with	
  some	
  CA’s.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  3.	
  Do	
  you	
  support	
  the	
  key	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  AECOM	
  Water	
  Management	
  
Study	
  that	
  the	
  TSW	
  adopt	
  a	
  constraint-­‐based	
  water	
  management	
  model	
  capable	
  of	
  
considering	
  lake	
  specific	
  navigation	
  and	
  environmental	
  constraints	
  such	
  as	
  those	
  
already	
  identified	
  by	
  Coalition	
  member	
  lake	
  associations?	
  If	
  so,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  do	
  
about	
  it?	
  
Q3	
  response:	
  
The	
  need	
  for	
  lake	
  specific	
  navigation	
  and	
  environmental	
  constraints	
  are	
  becoming	
  
much	
  more	
  important	
  and	
  I	
  support	
  the	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  AECOM	
  Water	
  
Management	
  Study	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  this.	
  I	
  believe	
  that	
  municipalities,	
  possibly	
  
combining	
  their	
  efforts	
  at	
  the	
  County	
  level	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  stronger	
  voice,	
  could	
  and	
  
should	
  lobby	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  AECOM’s	
  recommendations.	
  
	
  
	
  4.	
  Will	
  you	
  urge	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  release	
  dam	
  safety	
  reviews	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  completed	
  
and	
  urge	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  ensure	
  public	
  safety	
  by	
  immediately	
  investing	
  in	
  
dam	
  repairs	
  and	
  maintenance	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  remove	
  the	
  deferred	
  maintenance	
  deficit	
  and	
  
bring	
  the	
  dam	
  infrastructure	
  up	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  a	
  ‘good’	
  or	
  ‘fair’	
  state	
  of	
  repair?	
  
Q4	
  response	
  
Again,	
  working	
  at	
  the	
  County	
  level,	
  municipalities	
  should	
  lobby	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  
release	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  condition	
  of	
  infrastructure	
  as	
  it	
  becomes	
  available.	
  



Even	
  more	
  important	
  is	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  strong	
  voice	
  in	
  lobbying	
  the	
  Government	
  to	
  
invest	
  the	
  funding	
  required	
  to	
  bring	
  seriously	
  aging	
  infrastructure	
  up	
  to	
  today’s	
  
safety	
  standards.	
  
	
  
5.	
  Actions	
  have	
  been	
  taken	
  by	
  Haliburton	
  County	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  its	
  municipalities	
  to	
  
improve	
  communications	
  during	
  flood	
  events.	
  What	
  further	
  actions	
  are	
  needed	
  –	
  for	
  
example	
  to	
  raise	
  awareness	
  of	
  municipal	
  Flood	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  Plans	
  and	
  
to	
  communicate	
  other	
  water	
  management	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  low	
  water?	
  
Q5	
  response:	
  
I	
  believe	
  it	
  is	
  extremely	
  important	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  TSW	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
newly	
  established	
  channels	
  of	
  communication	
  are	
  maintained	
  and	
  improved	
  to	
  
lessen	
  the	
  risk	
  of	
  flooding	
  in	
  vulnerable	
  areas	
  and	
  to	
  strive	
  to	
  maintain	
  water	
  levels	
  
that	
  ensure	
  navigation	
  and	
  safety	
  in	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  reservoir	
  and	
  flow	
  through	
  lakes.	
  At	
  
the	
  same	
  time	
  municipalities	
  that	
  are	
  susceptible	
  to	
  flooding	
  need	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
appropriate	
  risk	
  assessments	
  are	
  conducted	
  and	
  that	
  their	
  own	
  emergency	
  
preparedness	
  and	
  communications	
  plans	
  are	
  sufficient	
  to	
  reduce	
  damage	
  in	
  their	
  
perspective	
  communities.	
  Expanded	
  use	
  of	
  social	
  media	
  can	
  go	
  a	
  long	
  way	
  to	
  assist	
  
in	
  appropriate	
  messaging.	
  
	
  
	
  6.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipal	
  government	
  should	
  work	
  with	
  local	
  lake	
  
associations	
  to	
  facilitate	
  improvements	
  to	
  water	
  management	
  operations	
  and	
  
structures	
  on	
  reservoir	
  and	
  flow-­‐through	
  lakes	
  as	
  exemplified	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  list:	
  
Q6	
  response:	
  
Municipalities	
  have	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  goals	
  as	
  our	
  lake	
  associations,	
  particularly	
  
when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  lake	
  health,	
  shoreline	
  preservation,	
  naturalization	
  and	
  restoration.	
  
We	
  must	
  continue	
  to	
  lobby	
  upper	
  levels	
  of	
  government	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  sufficient	
  
funds	
  are	
  in	
  place	
  for	
  planning,	
  monitoring	
  and	
  improving	
  the	
  assets	
  that	
  form	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  system.	
  I	
  am	
  as	
  yet	
  unsure	
  whether	
  it	
  is	
  wise	
  to	
  support	
  individual	
  lake	
  
associations	
  in	
  any	
  endeavours	
  to	
  assume	
  responsibility	
  for	
  an	
  asset	
  that	
  should	
  be	
  
the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  and	
  am	
  reluctant	
  to	
  address	
  lake	
  
specific	
  concerns	
  without	
  additional	
  information.	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  extremely	
  
important	
  that	
  all	
  area	
  politicians	
  support	
  the	
  ongoing	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  CEWF	
  and	
  our	
  
area	
  lake	
  associations.	
  It	
  might	
  also	
  be	
  prudent	
  to	
  examine	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  CEWF	
  
and	
  individual	
  municipalities	
  can	
  work	
  together	
  more	
  closely.	
  
	
  
	
  



Responses	
  from	
  Sarah	
  Coombs	
  
Candidate	
  for	
  Ward	
  1	
  
	
  
1.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipalities	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  working	
  to	
  improve	
  water	
  
management	
  in	
  the	
  Haliburton	
  sector	
  of	
  the	
  Trent	
  River	
  watershed?	
  If	
  so	
  what	
  is	
  
your	
  personal	
  commitment	
  in	
  this	
  regard?	
  
Q1	
  response:	
  
I	
  absolutely	
  agree	
  that	
  municipalities	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  working	
  to	
  improve	
  
water	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  TSW	
  as	
  best	
  we	
  can.	
  I	
  fully	
  support	
  improved	
  
communications	
  between	
  council,	
  the	
  TSW,	
  the	
  CEWF,	
  the	
  lake	
  associations	
  and	
  the	
  
provincial	
  and	
  federal	
  governments.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  2.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that,	
  rather	
  than	
  seeking	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  Conservation	
  
Authorities	
  in	
  those	
  areas	
  currently	
  lacking	
  a	
  CA,	
  there	
  is	
  merit	
  in	
  municipalities	
  
contracting	
  the	
  existing	
  CAs	
  to	
  provide	
  specific	
  expertise	
  and	
  services	
  such	
  as	
  low	
  
water	
  response	
  planning	
  or	
  flood	
  plain	
  mapping	
  for	
  reservoir	
  lakes	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  
significant	
  flood	
  risk?	
  
Q2	
  response:	
  
I’m	
  not	
  sure	
  of	
  the	
  associated	
  costs	
  with	
  contracting	
  the	
  existing	
  CA’s,	
  so	
  I’m	
  unable	
  
to	
  give	
  a	
  fair	
  answer	
  to	
  this	
  question	
  at	
  this	
  time.	
  However,	
  if	
  a	
  study	
  has	
  been	
  done	
  
on	
  this	
  possibility,	
  I’d	
  be	
  interested	
  in	
  reviewing	
  it	
  and	
  having	
  this	
  discussion.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  3.	
  Do	
  you	
  support	
  the	
  key	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  AECOM	
  Water	
  Management	
  
Study	
  that	
  the	
  TSW	
  adopt	
  a	
  constraint-­‐based	
  water	
  management	
  model	
  capable	
  of	
  
considering	
  lake	
  specific	
  navigation	
  and	
  environmental	
  constraints	
  such	
  as	
  those	
  
already	
  identified	
  by	
  Coalition	
  member	
  lake	
  associations?	
  If	
  so,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  do	
  
about	
  it?	
  
Q3	
  response:	
  
I	
  would	
  support	
  this	
  recommendation,	
  depending	
  on	
  any	
  financial	
  commitment	
  
attached	
  to	
  it.	
  As	
  I	
  understand	
  it,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  consideration	
  for	
  the	
  upper	
  
reservoir	
  lakes	
  in	
  the	
  TSW	
  mandate	
  and	
  that	
  needs	
  to	
  change	
  because	
  those	
  lakes	
  
are	
  far	
  more	
  populated	
  now	
  then	
  they	
  ever	
  have	
  been.	
  So	
  yes,	
  a	
  model	
  capable	
  of	
  
considering	
  lake-­‐specific	
  navigation	
  is	
  definitely	
  needed	
  and	
  of	
  course,	
  
environmental	
  constraints	
  must	
  be	
  taken	
  into	
  consideration	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  4.	
  Will	
  you	
  urge	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  release	
  dam	
  safety	
  reviews	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  completed	
  
and	
  urge	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  ensure	
  public	
  safety	
  by	
  immediately	
  investing	
  in	
  
dam	
  repairs	
  and	
  maintenance	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  remove	
  the	
  deferred	
  maintenance	
  deficit	
  and	
  
bring	
  the	
  dam	
  infrastructure	
  up	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  a	
  ‘good’	
  or	
  ‘fair’	
  state	
  of	
  repair?	
  
Q4	
  response	
  
Absolutely.	
  The	
  state	
  of	
  our	
  water	
  infrastructure	
  is	
  just	
  as	
  important	
  as	
  our	
  roads	
  
and	
  land	
  infrastructure,	
  so	
  the	
  same	
  attention	
  should	
  be	
  paid	
  equally.	
  Further,	
  
timely	
  public	
  access	
  to	
  all	
  studies	
  done	
  should	
  be	
  a	
  given	
  and	
  implemented	
  
immediately.	
  	
  
	
  



5.	
  Actions	
  have	
  been	
  taken	
  by	
  Haliburton	
  County	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  its	
  municipalities	
  to	
  
improve	
  communications	
  during	
  flood	
  events.	
  What	
  further	
  actions	
  are	
  needed	
  –	
  for	
  
example	
  to	
  raise	
  awareness	
  of	
  municipal	
  Flood	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  Plans	
  and	
  
to	
  communicate	
  other	
  water	
  management	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  low	
  water?	
  
Q5	
  response:	
  
The	
  devastating	
  flood	
  of	
  2013	
  was	
  extremely	
  well	
  communicated	
  by	
  the	
  Township	
  
of	
  Algonquin	
  Highlands.	
  I	
  kept	
  abreast	
  of	
  this	
  situation	
  very	
  closely	
  and	
  saw	
  Reeve	
  
Moffatt’s	
  constant	
  updates	
  on	
  social	
  media	
  (which	
  I	
  fully	
  support	
  being	
  done	
  by	
  all	
  
councilors)	
  and	
  updates	
  on	
  the	
  Township	
  website.	
  Where	
  the	
  communication	
  was	
  
lacking,	
  I	
  believe,	
  was	
  between	
  the	
  Township	
  and	
  the	
  TSW	
  and	
  the	
  MNR.	
  Also,	
  the	
  
local	
  radio	
  stations	
  need	
  to	
  give	
  more	
  timely	
  information,	
  but	
  staff	
  constraints	
  are	
  
an	
  issue	
  there.	
  That	
  said,	
  if	
  it’s	
  not	
  already	
  in	
  place,	
  we	
  should	
  look	
  at	
  giving	
  
Emergency	
  Response	
  Officials	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  break	
  into	
  the	
  airwaves	
  of	
  the	
  local	
  
radio	
  stations	
  and	
  provide	
  updates	
  on	
  their	
  behalf.	
  Further,	
  Lake	
  Associations	
  
should	
  continue	
  to	
  inform	
  their	
  members	
  on	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  and	
  continue	
  
to	
  provide	
  them	
  with	
  timely	
  updates	
  during	
  an	
  emergency	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  6.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipal	
  government	
  should	
  work	
  with	
  local	
  lake	
  
associations	
  to	
  facilitate	
  improvements	
  to	
  water	
  management	
  operations	
  and	
  
structures	
  on	
  reservoir	
  and	
  flow-­‐through	
  lakes	
  as	
  exemplified	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  list:	
  
Q6	
  response:	
  
Many	
  of	
  these	
  recommendations	
  are	
  out	
  of	
  my	
  jurisdiction	
  as	
  a	
  possible	
  councilor	
  
for	
  Ward	
  1,	
  Algonquin	
  Highlands.	
  That	
  said,	
  I	
  would	
  certainly	
  invite	
  conversation	
  
around	
  all	
  of	
  them,	
  especially	
  those	
  referring	
  to	
  infrastructure	
  repair	
  and	
  
maintenance.	
  Public	
  safety	
  should	
  always	
  be	
  of	
  the	
  utmost	
  importance.	
  To	
  speak	
  to	
  
the	
  point	
  of	
  water	
  level	
  fluctuations,	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  should	
  take	
  ever	
  measure	
  possible	
  
not	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  repeat	
  of	
  the	
  terribly	
  low	
  water	
  levels	
  we	
  saw	
  across	
  the	
  County	
  in	
  
2012.	
  	
  
	
  	
  



Responses	
  from	
  Carol	
  Moffat	
  
Candidate	
  (acclaimed)	
  for	
  Reeve	
  
	
  
1.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipalities	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play	
  in	
  working	
  to	
  improve	
  water	
  
management	
  in	
  the	
  Haliburton	
  sector	
  of	
  the	
  Trent	
  River	
  watershed?	
  If	
  so	
  what	
  is	
  
your	
  personal	
  commitment	
  in	
  this	
  regard?	
  
Q1	
  response:	
  
Municipalities	
  do,	
  indeed,	
  have	
  a	
  role	
  to	
  play.	
  	
  
As	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  background,	
  my	
  family	
  has	
  been	
  on	
  Beech	
  Lake	
  since	
  1939	
  and	
  I’m	
  highly	
  
knowledgeable	
  about	
  (and	
  experienced	
  with)	
  the	
  fluctuations	
  of	
  our	
  local	
  water	
  
levels,	
  the	
  history,	
  the	
  lobbies	
  and	
  the	
  ongoing	
  frustration.	
  

As	
  Reeve	
  I’ve	
  been	
  very	
  active	
  on	
  the	
  water	
  levels	
  issue	
  and	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  
Some	
  of	
  my	
  involvement	
  includes:	
  
-­‐	
  taking	
  a	
  strong	
  leadership	
  role,	
  as	
  County	
  Warden,	
  during	
  the	
  flood	
  of	
  2013;	
  	
  

-­‐	
  attending	
  meetings	
  of	
  Trent	
  Canal	
  business	
  owners	
  as	
  a	
  representative	
  of	
  the	
  
Reservoir	
  Lakes;	
  	
  
-­‐	
  meeting	
  with	
  TSW	
  and	
  the	
  president	
  of	
  the	
  Boshkung	
  Lake	
  Assoc.	
  during	
  the	
  very	
  
dry	
  summer	
  of	
  2012;	
  and;	
  
-­‐	
  maintaining	
  continued	
  open	
  communication	
  with	
  MNR	
  and	
  TSW.	
  

I	
  believe	
  there’s	
  an	
  opportunity	
  for	
  CEWF	
  to	
  better	
  include	
  municipal	
  government	
  in	
  
its	
  meetings;	
  by	
  reporting	
  more	
  often	
  to	
  local	
  Councils	
  on	
  its	
  activities,	
  and	
  by	
  
sharing	
  information	
  with	
  municipal	
  government	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  allow	
  more	
  appropriate	
  
peer-­‐to-­‐peer	
  discussions	
  to	
  occur	
  between	
  and	
  among	
  Municipal,	
  Provincial	
  and	
  
Federal	
  governments.	
  	
  

CEWF	
  and	
  local	
  lake	
  associations	
  are	
  tremendously	
  valuable	
  allies	
  in	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  
issues	
  however	
  each	
  only	
  represents	
  their	
  members	
  whereas	
  local	
  government	
  
represents	
  all	
  property	
  owners.	
  That	
  fulsome	
  and	
  collaborative	
  representation,	
  with	
  
the	
  right	
  leadership,	
  should	
  bring	
  more	
  weight	
  to	
  any	
  discussion	
  table.	
  

	
  
	
  2.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that,	
  rather	
  than	
  seeking	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  Conservation	
  
Authorities	
  in	
  those	
  areas	
  currently	
  lacking	
  a	
  CA,	
  there	
  is	
  merit	
  in	
  municipalities	
  
contracting	
  the	
  existing	
  CAs	
  to	
  provide	
  specific	
  expertise	
  and	
  services	
  such	
  as	
  low	
  
water	
  response	
  planning	
  or	
  flood	
  plain	
  mapping	
  for	
  reservoir	
  lakes	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  
significant	
  flood	
  risk?	
  
Q2	
  response:	
  
AH	
  is	
  not	
  prone	
  to	
  regular	
  flooding	
  and	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  any	
  identified	
  flood	
  plains.	
  
Historical	
  (and	
  recent)	
  flooding	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  extreme	
  weather	
  and	
  human	
  
circumstances.	
  	
  

I	
  believe	
  the	
  working	
  and	
  reporting	
  relationship	
  among	
  the	
  municipality,	
  the	
  MNR	
  
and	
  the	
  TSW	
  is	
  much	
  better	
  now,	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  new	
  communication	
  strategy	
  I	
  
championed	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  these	
  agencies	
  will	
  stand	
  us	
  in	
  good	
  stead	
  going	
  



forward.	
  The	
  key	
  to	
  preparedness	
  and	
  action	
  is	
  knowledge	
  and	
  participation	
  by	
  both	
  
government	
  and	
  the	
  public.	
  
	
  
	
  3.	
  Do	
  you	
  support	
  the	
  key	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  AECOM	
  Water	
  Management	
  
Study	
  that	
  the	
  TSW	
  adopt	
  a	
  constraint-­‐based	
  water	
  management	
  model	
  capable	
  of	
  
considering	
  lake	
  specific	
  navigation	
  and	
  environmental	
  constraints	
  such	
  as	
  those	
  
already	
  identified	
  by	
  Coalition	
  member	
  lake	
  associations?	
  If	
  so,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  do	
  
about	
  it?	
  
Q3	
  response:	
  
There	
  is	
  much	
  to	
  discuss	
  in	
  the	
  AECOM	
  report	
  and	
  the	
  adoption	
  of	
  any	
  
recommendations	
  should	
  come	
  at	
  the	
  behest	
  of	
  local	
  government	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  its	
  
citizens	
  regardless	
  of	
  what	
  groups	
  or	
  associations	
  they	
  belong	
  to.	
  CEWF	
  certainly	
  
has	
  the	
  knowledge	
  and	
  dedication	
  to	
  champion	
  this	
  issue	
  and	
  I’m	
  more	
  than	
  willing	
  
to	
  move	
  this	
  discussion	
  forward	
  with	
  local	
  government	
  as	
  the	
  lead.	
  
	
  
	
  4.	
  Will	
  you	
  urge	
  Parks	
  Canada	
  to	
  release	
  dam	
  safety	
  reviews	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  completed	
  
and	
  urge	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  ensure	
  public	
  safety	
  by	
  immediately	
  investing	
  in	
  
dam	
  repairs	
  and	
  maintenance	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  remove	
  the	
  deferred	
  maintenance	
  deficit	
  and	
  
bring	
  the	
  dam	
  infrastructure	
  up	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  a	
  ‘good’	
  or	
  ‘fair’	
  state	
  of	
  repair?	
  
Q4	
  response	
  
Yes,	
  and	
  the	
  best	
  way	
  to	
  do	
  this	
  is	
  for	
  local	
  government	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  a	
  full	
  
partnership	
  that	
  includes	
  the	
  knowledge,	
  energy,	
  contacts	
  and	
  lobby	
  power	
  of	
  
groups	
  like	
  CEWF,	
  CHA	
  and	
  lake	
  associations.	
  
	
  
5.	
  Actions	
  have	
  been	
  taken	
  by	
  Haliburton	
  County	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  its	
  municipalities	
  to	
  
improve	
  communications	
  during	
  flood	
  events.	
  What	
  further	
  actions	
  are	
  needed	
  –	
  for	
  
example	
  to	
  raise	
  awareness	
  of	
  municipal	
  Flood	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  Plans	
  and	
  
to	
  communicate	
  other	
  water	
  management	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  during	
  times	
  of	
  low	
  water?	
  
Q5	
  response:	
  
AH	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  a	
  specific	
  plan	
  for	
  flooding	
  outside	
  its	
  mandated	
  Emergency	
  Plan	
  
and	
  since	
  serious	
  flooding	
  doesn’t	
  happen	
  often,	
  I’m	
  not	
  sure	
  that	
  one	
  is	
  needed.	
  	
  
What	
  we	
  have	
  done	
  is	
  understand	
  what	
  happened	
  in	
  the	
  flood	
  of	
  2013	
  and	
  include	
  
any	
  vulnerable	
  areas	
  and	
  successful	
  outcomes	
  into	
  the	
  potential	
  actions	
  required	
  
under	
  the	
  Emergency	
  Plan.	
  As	
  one	
  simple	
  example,	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  when	
  the	
  water	
  
comes,	
  the	
  Mud	
  Lake	
  dam	
  (which	
  we	
  don’t	
  own)	
  overtops	
  and	
  the	
  water	
  heads	
  
down	
  the	
  Cadge	
  Rd.	
  	
  
In	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  this	
  knowledge,	
  AH	
  has	
  already	
  committed	
  to	
  replacing	
  infrastructure	
  
with	
  bigger	
  and	
  better.	
  For	
  example,	
  when	
  culverts	
  need	
  replacing	
  we	
  will	
  try	
  to	
  
replace	
  them	
  with	
  larger-­‐diameter	
  culverts	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  changes	
  in	
  weather	
  
patterns.	
  	
  

In	
  return,	
  property	
  owners	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  seriously	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  their	
  own	
  family’s	
  
Emergency	
  Plan;	
  to	
  be	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  idea	
  behind	
  the	
  72	
  Hour	
  Kit	
  and	
  to	
  understand	
  
the	
  potential	
  effects	
  of	
  Mother	
  Nature	
  on	
  their	
  property	
  and	
  lifestyle	
  –	
  be	
  that	
  high	
  



water	
  or	
  low	
  water.	
  This	
  is	
  increasingly	
  important	
  as	
  our	
  weather	
  becomes	
  more	
  
severe	
  and	
  unpredictable.	
  
The	
  tornados	
  of	
  1986,	
  2006	
  and	
  2013	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  flood	
  of	
  2013	
  were	
  hard	
  lessons	
  
to	
  many	
  that	
  access	
  to	
  water,	
  power,	
  telephone	
  and	
  private	
  roads	
  cannot	
  be	
  taken	
  
for	
  granted.	
  How	
  many	
  road	
  associations	
  have	
  discussed	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  their	
  
members	
  during	
  an	
  emergency?	
  Canoe	
  FM	
  can	
  broadcast	
  in	
  a	
  power	
  outage	
  but	
  not	
  
enough	
  people	
  have	
  a	
  battery-­‐operated	
  radio	
  on	
  which	
  to	
  hear	
  the	
  important	
  
messages.	
  We	
  need	
  educate	
  the	
  public	
  on	
  their	
  role	
  and	
  encourage	
  better	
  
participation	
  in	
  Emergency	
  Preparedness.	
  

In	
  my	
  role	
  as	
  Warden	
  during	
  the	
  2013	
  flood	
  I	
  was	
  reaching	
  upwards	
  of	
  60,000	
  
people	
  via	
  social	
  media	
  with	
  daily	
  information	
  from	
  TSW,	
  shared	
  local	
  stories,	
  
photos	
  and	
  news	
  so	
  I	
  don’t	
  believe	
  there’s	
  a	
  need	
  for	
  AH	
  to	
  do	
  better	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  
emergency	
  communications.	
  General	
  education	
  is	
  the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  a	
  
municipality’s	
  CEMC	
  and	
  as	
  our	
  CEMC	
  (Fire	
  Chief)	
  is	
  relatively	
  new,	
  any	
  plan	
  for	
  
enhanced	
  education	
  for	
  the	
  public	
  will	
  come	
  along	
  in	
  time.	
  	
  
A	
  related	
  issue	
  is	
  the	
  potential	
  need	
  to	
  modify	
  Planning	
  and	
  Building	
  requirements	
  
and	
  expectations	
  to	
  keep	
  people’s	
  assets	
  out	
  of	
  harm’s	
  way	
  …	
  but	
  that’s	
  a	
  very	
  big	
  
topic	
  for	
  another	
  day.	
  
	
  
	
  6.	
  Do	
  you	
  agree	
  that	
  municipal	
  government	
  should	
  work	
  with	
  local	
  lake	
  
associations	
  to	
  facilitate	
  improvements	
  to	
  water	
  management	
  operations	
  and	
  
structures	
  on	
  reservoir	
  and	
  flow-­‐through	
  lakes	
  as	
  exemplified	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  list:	
  
Q6	
  response:	
  
I	
  don’t	
  have	
  jurisdiction	
  on	
  most	
  of	
  these	
  issues	
  so	
  I	
  can’t	
  really	
  comment	
  on	
  them.	
  
The	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  Maple	
  Lake	
  weir	
  is	
  currently	
  before	
  AH	
  Council.	
  
I	
  don’t	
  believe	
  that	
  lake	
  associations	
  should	
  be	
  getting	
  into	
  the	
  business	
  of	
  water	
  
management	
  but	
  I	
  do	
  believe	
  appropriate	
  peer-­‐to-­‐peer	
  relationships	
  should	
  be	
  used	
  
to	
  put	
  pressure	
  on	
  the	
  Federal	
  government	
  to	
  make	
  these	
  changes	
  for	
  us.	
  	
  
Lake	
  associations	
  are	
  an	
  extremely	
  valuable	
  lobby	
  that	
  can	
  assist	
  local	
  government	
  
in	
  seeking	
  these	
  changes,	
  but	
  local	
  government	
  needs	
  to	
  remain	
  the	
  lead	
  on	
  such	
  
matters.	
  The	
  work	
  on	
  OPP	
  Billing	
  Reform	
  done	
  by	
  the	
  County	
  and	
  CHA	
  is	
  a	
  stellar	
  
example	
  of	
  this.	
  

If	
  lake	
  associations	
  or	
  other	
  groups	
  take	
  action	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  accord	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  the	
  
thin	
  edge	
  of	
  the	
  wedge	
  toward	
  downloading	
  to	
  citizens	
  what	
  upper	
  levels	
  of	
  
government	
  should	
  be	
  doing.	
  	
  	
  

I	
  feel	
  strongly	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  much	
  opportunity	
  to	
  channel	
  the	
  knowledge	
  and	
  
commitment	
  of	
  CEWF	
  into	
  a	
  government-­‐led	
  approach	
  to	
  seeking	
  the	
  change	
  that	
  
we	
  all	
  want.	
  There’s	
  a	
  role	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  in	
  the	
  campaign	
  for	
  improved	
  water	
  and	
  
watershed	
  management	
  and	
  I	
  believe	
  a	
  change	
  to	
  the	
  existing	
  relational	
  structure	
  
will	
  help	
  get	
  us	
  there.	
  

	
  




