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The Trent-Severn Watershed
(Source: Parks Canada Water Levels Website)



17 Gull River Reservoirs 
54% of Total Storage and 6 of the 10 largest reservoirs



13 Burnt River Reservoirs 
Only 17% of Total Storage and only 1 of the 10 largest reservoirs with

very large area uncontrolled drainage downstream



5 Reservoirs in Central Lakes 
28% of Total Storage and 3 of 10 largest reservoirs



2025 Water Management

• 2025 has been an exceptional year for water management.

• CEWF has been in regular contact with TSW Water Management 
Team to represent the interests of the Reservoir and Flow Through 
Lakes

• The extended drought conditions since June have resulted in extreme 
low levels for this date.

• Between Anna Ciorap from TSW and I, we will undertake to review 
the situation and the actions taken.



Integrated Water Management at the Watershed Level  
-Key Water-Flow & -Level Constraints

• TSW priorities public safety (flood management and water 
supply) and canal navigation;

• Minimum flow at Peterborough for water supply and sewage 
treatment;

• Maintaining the Canal Regulations draught limits is 
understood to govern the drawdown from the reservoirs;

• While maintaining reservoir levels within historic norms

• MNR Fisheries constraints in spring (walleye) and fall (lake 
trout) based on limited data for many lakes;

• The reservoirs are not a flood control system particularly in 
late spring and early summer!
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2025 Water Management 
January through March

• After a dry fall with warm temperatures and rainfall there was limited 
snow until the end of December. Ice cover was late forming on lakes. 
January was  a dry month and snowpack was below normal. Feb had 
significant snow and by end of month snowpack was well above 
normal across the entire TSW.

• March was warmer and wetter than normal. 171% of normal 
precipitation with significant rainfall events onto the snowpack and 
warm temperatures. 38mm rain on 16th and 17th followed by 
temperature of 19 degrees on the 19th. Lakes filling rapidly with ice 
cover and active TSW management to control levels and flows 
downstream. Ice Storm at end of month.



2025 Water Management April - August

• Lake levels rose very quickly through late March and early April with rainfall 
on snow and warm temperatures.  TSW had logs out of dams in some cases 
to pass maximum safe flow and avoid flooding with ice.

• Following the ice Storm at end of March there was 32mm of rain on April 3. 
Lake levels peaked by mid April and there was Active water management 
through the rest of April and through May to maintain levels near normal 
average with significant rainfall events. Normal levels by May 24 but then 
rainfall led to high flows and Navigation Closures.

• In June TSW lowered reservoir lake level goal to 95% full to have a cushion 
but no major rainfall occurred.

• July and August saw very little rainfall so reduced inflows to lakes and 
active water management to conserve water to meet minimum flow 
requirements resulting in very low levels across the reservoirs.

• Levels managed to provide minimum flow downstream and offset 
evaporation. 



Haliburton Monthly Precipitation 2025
Includes 4 months Above Average and then 3 Months of extreme 

low rainfall



Spatial Distribution of Rainfall End of August 2025



Kennisis Lake Levels 2025



Oblong/Haliburton Lake Levels 2025



Maple Lake Levels 2025



Drag Lake Levels 2025



Mississagua Lake Levels 2025



Example of Water Level Table select from 
Water level Graph View 



Drawdown Forecast September 3, 2025
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